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T he Ohio Amblyope Registry is the only 
statewide program in the U.S. to serve 
the needs of amblyopic children and their 

families.  The OAR is a cooperative effort among 
Ohio’s regional children’s hospitals and about 900 eye 
doctor offi ces across the state.  In the current year, we 
will help about 2,000 amblyopic children and their 
families by providing patches for the treatment of 
amblyopia, literature about amblyopia and associated 
conditions and case management services.  

All of this and much more is accomplished with 
a staff of three employees at the OAR “home” at 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital along with fi ve 
part-time employees, one at each of the regional 
Children’s hospitals: Akron Children’s Hospital, 
Dayton Children’s Hospital, Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital, Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital, and 
Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital.

We, the OAR staff, greatly appreciate and 
acknowledge all the Ohioans who donate via 
Ohio license plate renewal forms to fund the OAR 
program.  Of course, none of this would be possible 
without YOUR help in signing-up to participate in 
the registry to help your child fi x his or her lazy eye 

Pictured left to right: Laura McMeans (Program Manager), Dr. Larry Leguire 
(Program Director), and Sarah Montgomery (Program Assitant) who run the 
day-to-day operations of the Ohio Amblyope Registry at Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital. Part-time staff at regional children’s hospitals not pictured: Cathy Howe, 
Akron Children’s Hospital; Betsy Mulvihill, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital; Sue 
Crowe, Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital; Kathy McKenzie, Dayton Children’s 
Hospital; and Megin Kwiatkowki, Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital. 

OAR Program Staff

as well as the efforts of all the eye doctors in Ohio who participate 
in the program and refer patients to the OAR.  For this we are most 
appreciative and look forward to helping you help your child reach 
his or her full potential in terms of vision recovery. 
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form a 3-D image, or have depth perception.
Children with a lazy eye typically have one good eye and 

one poor performing eye.  Also, children who have a lazy 
eye fi nd it diffi cult to see 3-D images because the eyes don’t 
work well together.  A child with a lazy eye may see out 
of only one eye, the stronger eye, while the weaker, lazy 
eye, is “turned-off.”  Because children with a lazy eye have 
only one good eye and often can’t see 3-D objects, they may 

have a hard time seeing 
or appreciating the 3-D 
effect in movies.  Without 
3-D vision, the viewer will 
see the movie in the usual 
way – as a 2 dimensional 
movie without the depth 
effect.

If you take your children 
to see 3-D movies, observe 
their behavior and reaction 
to the movie.  If several 
children are awestruck by 
the movie and think it is 
great, it would be a sign 

that they have 3-D vision and can see out of each eye just 
fi ne.  If, however, your child takes the glasses off during the 
move or says that nothing is sticking out from the screen or 
if one child acts a lot different about the movie than the other 
children, if might be a sign that the child needs an eye exam 
by an eye doctor to check for lazy eye.  

The Ohio Amblyope Registry is funded by the Ohio Depart-
ment of Health Bureau of Child and Family Services’ Save Our 

Sight Fund, which recieves support from a donation opportu-
nity on Ohio license plate renewal forms.

www.OhioAmblyopeRegistry.com
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Can your Amblyopic child see 3-D? 
Why Many Children with a Lazy Eye cannot see these visual effects

Larry Leguire, Ph.D., M.B.A.
OAR Program Director

W as your child among the millions in line to 
see the recently released Monsters vs. Aliens 
or Up? 3-D movies may provide parents with an 

opportunity to test their children for amblyopia, commonly 
known as lazy eye.

3-D movies, such as Monsters vs. Aliens and Up, allow 
viewers to see a lot of 
action in depth; arms and 
legs and bodies coming 
out of the screen at you. 
By wearing special 3-D 
glasses that allow separate 
images to be received by 
each eye, the animated 
movies allow the viewer 
to see a lot of action 
coming out of the screen 
and literally add a third 
dimension (i.e., depth) 
to the typical 2-D (just 
horizontal and vertical) 
movie.

The ability to see 3-D is based on the slightly different 
images received by each eye and the 3-D effect occurs when 
these slightly different images are combined in the brain.  
However, in order to see 3-D, the viewer has to have two 
good eyes and the ability to have the eyes work together to 
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Answers to Frequently Asked Questions

How has the Ohio Amblyope 

Registry Grown over the Years?

The Ohio Amblyope Registy has grown 
tremendously in the past year.  From July 
1, 2008 the OAR has recruited over 1,500 
amblyopia patients and we project to recruit 
over 2,000 amblyopic patients by the end 
of the fi scal year (June 30, 2009).  2,000 
amblyopic patients is more than the total 
from the last 5 years of the program.. 
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At What Age are Children Diagnosed 

with Amblyopia?

The fi gure below shows recent data (2008-2009) 
from the OAR in terms of age when amblyopia 
was fi rst detected.  75% of amblyopic patients were 
identifi ed as having amblyopia by 6 years of age.  

How old are kids who register with the OAR?

As shown in the fi gure to the left, the majority of 
amblyopic patients referred to the OAR are within 
the age period when treatment is most effective.  This 
information is important for intervention as well as 
for case management since one goal of the OAR is to 
improve health care outcome of children treated for 
amblyopia.  It is important to note, however, that some 
older children, between the ages of 9 – 18 years of age, 
may benefi t from treatment. For more information on 
this topic, visit www.OhioAmblyopeRegistry.com.

The fi gure to the right shows 2008 - 2009 data from the Ohio 
Amblyope Registry regarding the age of the child at the time of 
diagnosis of the amblyopia.  75% of amblyopic children were 
identifi ed before 6 years of age.
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How Many Children in Ohio have Amblyopia?

Vision screening programs suggest that the percentage of children with lazy eye is approximately 1 in every 33 children 
(3%).  Given an Ohio birthrate of about 150,000 births/year, there are 4,500 new cases of amblyopia each year in Ohio.  
From July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009 it is estimated that the OAR will recruit 2,000 amblyopic patients or 40% of the 4,500.

The fi gure to the left shows the age of the amblyopic patient partici-
pant at the time of enrollment into the OAR program.  
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The fi gure to the right shows the number of OAR pa-
tient participants recruited over the past 6 years. 
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Top Ten: 
Referring Ophthalmologists

Top Ten: 
Referring Optometrists

1.  Elias Traboulsi, M.D.  Cleveland  (216) 444-4363 

2.  Michael Bloom, M.D.  Dayton  (937) 641-3020

3.  Jeffrey Bloom, M.D.  Cleveland  (440) 684-1374

4.  Richard Golden, M.D. Columbus  (614) 224-6222

5.  David Rogers, M.D.   Columbus  (614) 224-6222

6.  Dean Bonsall, M.D.  Cincinnati  (513) 636-4751   

7.  Faruk Orge, M.D.   Cleveland (440) 684-1374

8.  Paul Rychwalski, M.D. Cleveland (216) 444-4363

9.  Richard Liston, M.D.  Dayton  (937) 320-2020

10.  Bernard Perla, M.D.  Willoughby (440) 946-9555

10.  Michael Yang, M.D.  Cincinnati (513) 636-47551

1.  Moriah Chandler, O.D. Columbus  (614) 722-4075

2.  Marie Bodack, O.D.  Cincinnati  (513) 636-4751

3.  Cara Frasco, O.D.  Springboro  (937) 885-1126

4.  Amy Keller, O.D.  Canal Winchester (614) 837-9595

5.  Sarah Lopper, O.D.  Cincinnati  (513) 636-4751

6.  Jennifer Fogt, O.D.  Columbus  (614) 224-6222

7.  Sara Schoeck, O.D.  Westlake  (440) 250-2020

8.  Jenneth Collins, O.D. Sandusky (419) 626-8181

9.  Jon Mesarch, O.D.  Logan  (740) 385-4006

10. Ross Collins, O.D.  Beavercreek (937) 429-0266

10. Randall Maceyko, O.D. Boardman  (331) 726-1616

Lower income families may quali-
fy for additional free patches from 
the OAR, up to a maximum of 15 
boxes.
Application forms for this additio-
anl free patches program are avail-
able at 
www.OhioAmblyopeRegistry.com 
under the “Financial Assistance” 
heading or by calling toll-free 
1-877-808-2422.

Need More 
Eye Patches?


